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So whao is coming 1o the ng]uh annual Edmonion
Folk Music Festival anyway?
Would you believe Rolling Stone, Village Voice,

Gilobe and Mail?

That's right. This weekend's superior lincup of
folk, country, blues, jazz and cthnic music in
Gallagher Park's comfy, natural amphithcatre has
tantalzed many lop North American publications
which respect quality musical entertainment.

Of course, no outsider need inform Edmontomans
what 4 gem this celebrated event has become.

Although we're only talking about 3,200 tickets,
this year's advance sales in weekend passes are
already double last year's

In anticipation of surpassing 1986's record
breaking crowds, the festival staff has positioned the
main stage further downhill, increasing maximum
il 15,000 people. (An estimated 9,000
#a1 on the hill during each of last year's evening
shows )

Mind you, even the rosiest scenario has its share
of thorns. Since rain washed away the 1957 profits of
the Winnipeg and Calgary [olk fosts and delivered o
fearsome kick to Toronio's u]rrad\ floundering
Mariposa, artistic director Ho tersen’s b
weather mantra is touchingly mmmr. but hardly
nm:p:uuf "Peaple in northern climes can handle 2

of n

A inute Jows of headlining satiris
planist Randy Newman (sullering from the
mononucleosis-like  allment  called  Epstein-Ban
Syndrome) is a regrettable blow. 11 s counteracied
by the addition to the lincop of ex-Band guitarist
Rick Danko in about the same way plun yogur in
sitver goblers makes up for the burning of a sinfully
18 torte.
ctheless it a festament 10 Petersen's
tastelul and balnced booking policy in his second
yvear us [estival artistic director that the schedule sill
baoists an wrray of genuinely infriguing ireats and
urprises,

That's & perception shured by the muscians & well
us the fans, by the way, During a pre-festival inerview
country-rock singersonguriter Rodney Crowell was
delighted 1 discover thut old mentor Townes Van
inde (who penned Pancho and Lelty and scores of
other hearibreaking songsi would be on site. His
enthusiasm gives rise 1o happy speculation ahout the
unscheduled mage which Van Zandi and his buddy
Ciuy Clark, as well Crowell and his wife Rosanne Cash
maght well create 1ogether.

The daily worksl I happen
Bt four separate siages and two teats, on the hous
between |1 am, and 4 pm. (with & onc-hour break
8t 2 p.m. for Mureay McLauchlan and Rick Danko's
concerts), Lngle with similasly-exciting potential, on
paper ai least

On Saturday, for instance, there's a ,allnrng
devoted w the mandolin, featuring the daun
company of Yank Rachell (a blues devotee in ot
mid:70x who has recorded with Sleepy John Estes
and Sonny Boy Williamson, decply influenced Ry
Cooder and writien standards for among others, Tay
Mihal), Jethso Burns (another virtoss best known
#5 hall of the comedy team Homer and Jethro who
jpuest-starred frequently on the Beverly Hillbillies),
our own “Mandolin Kid”™ Dave Wilkic and Steve
Bengston of The Romaniacs

Among Sunday's best bets is the meeting between
ex-Pentangle guitarist John Renbourne and and
renowned dobro player Jerry Douglas; a gospel jam
with Ellen Mcllwaine, Big Miller and Dismond Joe
White and new song presentations by lan Tyson,
Rodney Crowell, Guy Clark and famed songwriter
John D. Loudermilk (who wrote Tobacco Road,
Then You Can Tell Me Goodbye, Abilenc and
Indian Rescrvation among hundreds of othes
standards)

Nor should onc sgnore the hall-bour wdividual
mini-concerts by guitarist John Fahey (who was Leo
Kottke's inspiration), Tom Rassell (2 world-
renowned country and western  wriler

|Ii the last

ces wh

who,

collaborses with lan Tysom) and Townes Van
Zandt, sprinkled throughout the two day.

As with most folk festivah, discovening mew acts,
‘making the connection betwees a favorite song, and
its unheralded writer or hearing a once-in-a-lifetime
set by musicians who Reven't played together in

of
likes ui (¢ mulu s progressive Celtic v
¢ Australian songsmith Eric Bogle xni
reunited  Humphrey  and
Dumptrscks making appearances a1 workshops .m.:
Fmain stage shows
But for many. Fridsy night's appearance by John
Sebastian is the cagenly-anticipated highlight
Schastian is the founder of The Lovin' Spoonful
und componer of such enduring pop-rock standards
as Summer In the City, Do You Belicve In Magic*
Daydream. Nashville Cats and Younger Girl
Since leaving the band in 1969, be's released four
delicate. blucw-inflocnoed solo LPs ("which sokd
=I~lu| cight copics each™) and wrilica the themes 10
me Back Kotier and various children’s films,
m.lud\q the firss Care Bears movie.
ast year, his ichedule of -0 lve
performances 3 year was dowmscaled rome as he was
busy cnjoving & new swos, hosting two TV rock
specials called Diga Vi and co-writing a children’s
book

Scheduled for publication this fall, JB.'s Happy
Hour is “a story aboat sell esteem.™

But aithough he's just finished a score for the new
Care Bears pacture, the affable Schastian isn't stuck
on pursying a career dedicated 10 hinke people’s
entertainment
His other current projects include collaborating
on macrial with Beach Boy Brian Wilion
fielding offers 10 be in situation comedics. He's abo
cager 10 make more records but says the low budgets
mast comracts offer hold him back

“I'm marginally a folk simger — witmess
Edmonion calling But it's difficult 10 make 3 folk
album without it being a ketdown 10 mc You'd be
surprised how expensive it is 10 get that casual.
falling off 2 Jog sound ™

Per

imonton’s world-

wandering around E
hai ot i P |9.1.uaopa year), three-
day festival will give him some vahuable pointers

Friday night performance by John
Sehastian, sbove, founder of The
Lovin® Spoonful and composer of such
enduring pop-rock standards as
Summer in [w and Do You
Befieve in Magic?, will be for many
folkies the highlight of the eighth
annual Edmonton Folk Music
Festival. Also on the list of featured
performers is famed songwriter John
obacco Road, Then
You Can Tell Me Goodbye), top right,
and country -rock singer-songwriter
Roxdney Crowell, right, wha'll be here
and performing with his wife. singer

D, Loudermilk (T:

Rosanne Cash.

Main stage and downtown events

Sir,Winston  Churchill  Square,

1145 am 130 pm.

THURSDAY
Tom Russel

Sreery Waier,

FRIDAY

Sprt of he

The Romanacs Hans Theessnk
Crestne Lawn

TURDAY, 2 p.m.
Murray McLauchian

SATURDAY, Sp.m.

Ovchestra
Danny O'kegta

Yank Rachell
Chrisbre Lavin

ums & e Great Western

Humgnray and the Dumgtrucks

Srustfig Demons.

The Amos Garrett
Gane Taylor Bang

SUNDAY, 2 pm.:
Flick Dariko

Doug Sanm,

SUNDAY, 5 p.s

Hunia Husu. of Clay & Cancrate

Jonn D). Leudermilk

1an Tysan ana Tom Russal

Jahn Rengoum

Peter Fiowan
Jerry Douglas

Gaye Delnrme Quartol

Fericn

Spint ot me West

Fosanne Cash, Fodney Crowsl
Guy Clark

Finale

Mask  ©'Cannor

(Warkshop pertormances at the
testival’s four siages and wo Tents
run Saturday and Sunday on the hout
between i am and 4 pm)
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