Van Zandt songs
evoke heartache

* By JOHN LOMAX Hil

NASHVILLE — “If hang-
overs and romantic hear-
taches could sing, they would
sound, I think, like Townes
Van Zandt. If barrooms had a
story to tell, they would tell
them-with his voice.” — .
Allan Jones, Melody Maker.

Born March 7, 1944, in Ft.
Worth, Townes Van Zandt’s
eight albums contain self-
written songs the equal of any
written by a contemporary
American songwriter. Though
known to far too few record
buyers, Van Zandt’s music
has evoked comparison to
Hank Williams, Bob Dylan,
Jimmie Rodgers, Lightning
Hopkins and Woody Guthrie.

A product of the same
Texas singer-songwriter cir-
cuit that yielded John Den-

- ver, Mickey Newbury, Guy
Clark, Michael Murphey and
Rodney Crowell, Van Zandt
somehow has failed to
receive the commercial
rewards his talent merits.

There are several reasons
Van Zandt’s fame hasn’t
spread. He’s a folksinger who
came along 10 years too late
for that boom and his songs
were about 10 years ahead of
the times.

In addition, his albums
have all been recorded for
tiny, now defunct independ-
ent labels, Poppy and Tomato
Records, companies unable
or unwilling to give him the
coordinated publicity and
touring “push” necessary to
elevate an artist from “cult”
to mainstream status.

Those factors alone would
be sufficient to condemn any
artist to obscurity. Van
Zandt’s quest for success has
also been damaged by a lack
of management expertise.
Despite the fact that his first
album, “For the Sake of the
Song,” was released ir: 1563.
Van Zandt spent all but a lit-
tle over a year of that 15-
year span without competent

management.

He doesn’t have a manager
today, and he also lacks a re-
cording contract.

But you’ll be hearing more
abeut him because the popu-
lar artists of the day are fi-
naily discovering the beauty
of compositions Van Zandt
wrote 10 and 12 years ago.

Willie Nelson and Merle
Haggard are no strangers to
this lanky Texan’s tunes.
They have released Van

Zandt’s 1972 composition
“Pancho & Lefty” as their
second single from their first
duet collaboration.

A haunting tale of double-
crossing Mexican bandits,
“Pancho & Lefty” was re-
cently made into a stunning
video piece starring the two
stars in the role of the two
outlaws.

Officials of CBS Records
are very hopeful that “Pan-
cho & Lefty” can crack
through MTV’s ban on “coun-
try music” video.

Viewers familiar with Van
Zandt can also spot him in the
video, portraying the captain
of the “federales,” the Mexi-
can soldiers in pursuit of Pan-
cho.

Emmylou Harris, another
Van Zandt fan, recorded
“Pancho & Lefty” six years
ago on her “Luxury Liner”
album. Two years ago,
Emmy and Don Williams
reached back to that same

album for “If I Needed You,”

one of Van Zandt's best love
ballads. The song went to No.
1 on the country charts and it
remains the only duet track
ever released by Williams.

And David Allan Coe is fa-
miliar with Van Zandt, too. A
casual listen to “If I Needed
You” followed by “Would You
Lay With Me (in a Field of
Stone)?” reveals remarkable
melodic similarities, yet
Coe’s song, which wasa No. 1
hit for Tanya Tucker in 1974,
bears enly David's name.

After traveling from col-
leges to “listening rooms” to
saloons, Van Zandt has set-

Townes Van Zandt

During a recent trip to

 Nashville to tape a segment

of Bobby Bare’s Nashville
Network cable-TV show, Van
Zandt seemed calmer and
more mature than he has in
years.

Not long ago he married
for the third time, and his
wife recently gave birth to
William Vincent Van Zandt.
His fans ferventiy hope his
settled domestic situation
will put an end to Van Zandt’s
days of fist fights, car wrecks
and overnight trips to jails.

(¢)1983, United Feature Syn-
dicate, Inc.

LONG BRANCH

150 Cora Drive
FREE CRAWFISH
BOIL SATURDAY

3 MUSIC BY HOO-DE-HOO BAND |

ENCORE

TERRY CAUSEY
at the Piano
6 p.m. til Weekdays

LUV RAKERS
9p.m.-1am.
Fri. & Sat., April 29 & 30

NO COVER
THE HOME OF
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

7367 EXCHANGE PLACE
% BLOCK OfFF WOODDALE

CAL’S CLUB

Presents
Friday, April 29

TRICKS

Sat., April 30

VAN BROUSSARD

and
The Bayou Boogie Band

Friday, May 13

AAU BOXING

Baton Rouge’s own

“DAMASCUS”

One of La’s fastest rising top 49, Funk and
Roft groups.

The Staff And Management

Airline Hwy. 190 West side

tled in Austin. He lives quiet-
1y, writing, singing and sail-
ing his tiny boat. Wiilie Nel-
son has fronted him some
studio time so Van Zandt can
at least make demos of his
recent material.

EVERY MON. 8:00-12:00

———FREE——
STROH’S BEER
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

COOLEY’S

Filorica at Sherwood Forest

Criginal Caﬂdlelight inn
presents

“PEGGY FORMAN"’

Fantastic Entertainment
2 shows nightly
Peggy does her specials

Band begins at 9 PM. Til _
346-83804

of Today’s invites you to
join them Mon — Fri for
Happy Hour 4-6pm, Thurs 4-2am
And Tuesday for A Ladies
Pool Tournament at 9pm

TODAY'’S

CORNER OF FLANNERY & SO. CHOCTAW

St FrandisVille
RAMADA INN

5:30 PM - 10 PM

TOMMY T. SCOTT
Hors d’Oeuvres

in the relaxing atmosphere of the

BAYOU SARA LOUNGE
Sunday, May 1st from 4:30 until

€L VY AONOH NOLVE/TRL ‘82 I14dY/NN



