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Q What is the D.C. Marijuana Initiative?

The D.C. Marijuana Initiative is an effort by resi-
dents of the District to place before the voters in
November the issue of marijuana decriminalization.

Q What would the Marijuana Initiative do?

The D.C. Marijuana Initiative would remove

criminal penalties and arrest procedures for the
private possession or cultivation of marijuana by adults.
Private possession or cultivation shall be presumed for
personal use unless there is sufficient evidence to the
contrary. This initiative will not affect laws prohibiting
persons under the influence of marijuana from operating
motor vehicles or engaging in conduct which may
endanger others.

Adults should have the right to make up
' their own mind on marijuana, but what
about kids?

The Marijuana Initiative covers only adults, age
18 and older. Laws against juvenile smoking,
whether private or public, will remain in effect.

I don’t mind people using marijuana in

their own homes but I don’t want to see
people smoking in public places. What does the
Initiative say about public use?

The Marijuana Initiative decriminalizes private
use only. The present statute prohibiting public
marijuana use will still be in effect.

Nobody gets arrested for marijuana any-
more, so why pass the Initiative?

During the 1970’s, over 15,000 people in the

District were arrested for marijuana offenses.
Those citizens now bear a permanent criminal record
which will haunt them for the rest of their lives. In the
District there is no distinction made on a person'’s
arrest record whether the “narcotics arrest” was for
marijuana possession or a serious drug offense. This
can lead to difficulty in getting a job or in keeping one
after a minor marijuana arrest.’

Who were these peoplz who were
arrested?

In 1979, 93% of those adults arrested in the

District were blacks and Hispanics. A majority of
those adults arrested were 25 to 60 years old. Most of
the arrests occurred in the inner-city neighborhoods.
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I've made up my mind. I want to help.

Enclosed is my contribution of §

____I'd like to volunteer some time to the campaign. Please contact me and tell me how I can help.
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to help the campaign.

| want to join the Committee for the D.C. Marijuana Initiative. | enclose $15 membership
dues, which entitles me to a free DCMI ‘80 T-shirt. Circle size: S M L XL

These communities in Washington clearly suffer from
the harsh impact of uneven enforcement of the mari-
juana laws.

I didn'’t realize so many people were
arrested. Doesn’t this cost our city a
bundle? ;

Yes. Every year, hundreds of thousands (perhaps

millions) of tax dollars are spent in the overall
enforcement of these unpopular marijuana laws. And
our criminal justice system spends even more tax
money prosecuting these cases in court. The tax sav-
ings realized from the passage of the Marijuana Initia-
tive would be considerable. The state of Maine, similar
to the District in terms of population, estimated an
annual $1 million tax saving after decriminalizing mari-
juana. California reaped a $25 million tax saving in the
first year after that state’s decriminalization law was
enacted.

Q But isn't marijuana harmful to the user?

The best scientific evidence indicates that

moderate users of marijuana suffer no ill effects.
However, the Initiative is not designed to encourage
people to' use marijuana, only to let adults make up their
own mind. We know that cigarettes and alcohol are
more harmful to the user than marijuana, but we don't
make criminals of those who drink or smoke cigarettes.
Prohibition wasn t the answer for alcohol and it isn't the
answer for marijuana.

the privacy of their own homes, but why
let them grow it too?

Q I can see letting people use marijuana in

The Initiative would permit cultivation so that
marijuana users would have legal access to mari-
juana without having to resort to the illegal market.
A person would be allowed to grow marijuana in the
home so long as it was grown only for personal use
(not sale). This will also protect the user from dangerous
herbicides or harmful adulterants which may be present
in “street’ marijuana.

I've heard that cancer patients and

persons suffering from glaucoma find
marijuana beneficial in the treatment of their
disease. Is this true?

Yes. In the District of Columbia more than 3,100

new cases of cancer were diagnosed in 1979.
Most of these individuals will undergo chemotherapy
treatments —a painful and ravaging procedure. The
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major side-effect of chemotherapy is nausea and vomit-
ing. Controlled studies have shown that marijuana can
reduce the nausea and vomiting in more than half the
cases. This allows the cancer patient to tolerate these
potentially life-saving treatments. And, for the more than
6,000 glaucoma patients in the District, marijuana can
offer a new therapy and prolonged vision. Federal law
presently prohibits prescriptive access to marijuana,
thus denying cancer and glaucoma patients needed
relief. The D.C. Initiative would provide these individuals
with a legal means of obtaining a beneficial drug.

I don’t want people driving while under
the influence of marijuana, do you?

No, neither do we, and the current laws against
driving while under the influence of marijuana will :
not be altered by the Marijuana Initiative. = { ; i

If the current laws against marijuana
are so unpopular, how do the police feel ]
about enforcing them?

Many officers have made a personal decision to

“look the other way” where marijuana is con-
cerned. But this attitude breeds disrespect for our law
enforcement personnel and for the laws they have to
enforce. Let’s give our police a break and end the pro-
hibition on marijuana.

| Q Who supports the Marijuana Initiative?

The Commiittee for the D.C. Marijuana Initiative

was formed with the sole intent of presenting the
marijuana issue directly to the voters in the District.
Below is a list of our Steering Committee and of §
endorsers of the D.C. Marijuana Initiative. ’

e

O.K. I'm convinced. But what can I do
to assure the passage of the Marijuana

Initiative in Washington?

The first step is to make sure you are a regis-
tered District voter. If you haven't yet registered
to vote, do so today. You can get registration informa-
tion from the Board of Elections or by calling the DCMI
office at 223-3170. Then. once you are registered, make ’
sure you vote in November. We also need huridreds of
volunteers to get the Marijuana Initiative story to every
D.C. voter. If you can volunteer a few hours of your time
to this effort, please call us. Also, since the Initiative .
campaign will be an expensive one, please make a
generous financial contribution to the Committee for
the D.C. Marijuana Initiative, as well.
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D.C. law requires the following information of persons who contribute a cumulative total of $50 to the campaign:

Occupation Business Address

Mail to:
DCMI '80, 2317 M Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20037

Make checks payable to DCMI "80.

A copy of our report is filed with the Director of Campaign Finance of the District of Columbia Board of Elections and Ethics. D CM I 9
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
MARIJUANA INITIATIVE

Paid for by the Committee for the D.C. Marijuana Initiative, 2317 M Street. NW, Washington. D.C. 20037. Marc Hertz, Treasurer.
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