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Townes Van Zandt: The Strange
World Of Creative Genius

appearance in the school swimming
Bu JAMES ALBRECHT as a songwriter, but he also seems to 10 the bar, and ardered & drine. pocl. . and the lime e shoved s cherry
But I guess I'll keep gambling, Lots of enjoy a Aotorious reputation as one of Then there was another time al 8 |y qoum o toilet, destroying & large
Booge and lots of rambling, Well. it's America’s wildest hellraisers—a party When Van Zandi was sitting on 8 oo of 3 Minnesots dormitory sewer
easier than just waiting ‘round Lo die characier trait withessed and shared window ledge wondering what it would sysiem. . .and doens of other iales.
| “Waiting ‘Round To Die”) by his two cluse friends, singer- be like to fall four stories to the groard.  Tp " iyely  Townes has been
Songpoet Townes Van Zand! is one songwriters Jerry Jeff Walker and Guy Shrugging, he let himself !r:p llowing since living in rusticity in
rare creature. With & history of bouts Clark he was shack some 30 miles south of
with bizarre behavier almost as “Townes ‘" me ‘n° Jerry Jeft, we go didn’t even splll the wine he carried oo Fis new wifle Cludy (they‘ve
as his music, this Texas way back,” relates Clark. “Man, there with him. Friends scurried down iman L oouiher for five years), keeps
singer-songwriter has managed to were some pretty wild nights. You elevator in shock, and Townes was oG i with three meals & day,
elude all but & cult following of ad- know, Townes is pretty crazed standing up lighting a cigaret when o g the homries of elec-
mirers after seven critically acclaimed sometimes, and we had some pretty their rush knocked him down. tricity, gas, running water or a phone.
albums. But his growing band of sup wild drinkin’ sessions. . .and | mean 1t hurt more being knocked oVET o oy pey gvoids lmacy and finds
porters is also one of the strongest and serious drinkin’."” . than falling lour stories,” says Townes. L inepie ion by working around the
most loyal of any artist. “Yea. 'm a wild son of a gun,” When living in Austin three years 880 = 4 riding his horse across the
Critics endiessly rave abost Van Townes told CountryStyle rather (where radio station polls bave Townes Lo N onty for & measly $0 8
Zandt's sensitive songs of desperation, meatter-of-tactly. 1 try not to believe in coming in third behind Waylon and 'l Tr oy v te bed at nine.
loneliness and heartache. Waylon reincarmation, because, boy, my next Willie), on one drinking spree with & Cindy's my lady mow,” says
Jennings, Willie Nelsom, Dris life is gonna be murder, after the way | musician friend, Townes and his o o "0 o dry, often emotionless
Kristofferson and Mickey Newbary are acted this time." & cleverly themselves = which leaves one puzzed as to
counted among his fans. Hoyt Axton. Friends tell about the time Townes with garbage and went to some of his Tl Ly iing the truth or palling
Steve Young and Doc Watson have bought & new car and took a friend out favorite bars telling club owners that T Ly o) con never really be sure).
recorded Van Zandi compositions and for & joyride, demolishing the car—and they would kindly go away if they could “When Cindy's arcund | stay
be hit on & brief bit of potoriety when nearly his life —by driving the vehicle have $3 for some vodka. straight. 'm as serene as they come.
Emmylou Harris cut his “Pancho and through the front of & bar. After the And then there's the time he per oo S o cortain way on the rosd,
Lefty" for her “Luxury Liner” LP. crumbled debris was kicked out of the formed for an exclusive girls' school and on my days off sometimes | get
Townes enjoys a glorious reputation way, Townes got out of the car, walked and climaxed the evening with a aude crazy. Every three or four days 1 g0
crazy for & day or two.'

Actually, Van Zandt's latest outbarst
u-un--h:ll-"'
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couple of hospitality suites and ended
the night in drunken fun oosiage

- / jamming with Waylen, Guy Clark and
others.

A Townes cootributad 1o the et By
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Sunday, October 11, IT—PAGE ONE< A Park Newspaper I:“hﬂ—:.‘- and microphone
stands.

Van Zandl maintaine that he’s not
living very differently now—be's just
ot getting caught. Not counting traffic
wviclations, it's been three years
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