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John qutford
still around

By MARK MAIIONEY
Times-News Stalf Writer

John Hartford. -

You might remember him from The Glen Camp-
nell Show a few years hack. In the middle of Ihe show
Glen would shuck his patent leather shoes and get
down 1o same country pickin' with a long-haired
Lanju player whe wrute the show's Theme song,
Gentle on My Mind.

Well, & few albums and a divoree luter, thatl long-
hatred banjo player, now 30 yeors obl, is still around
— busy on the summer festival circuil. In that
wipaelly, John Hariford graced the T es last
weekend by headlining Joo *Tank™ L s Down
Homu Old Time Music Festival held outside
horo. .

Hurtford 15 wary of reporters. Afler his slint with
Campbell, he wonld rarely grant an inlerview. This
mysteriaus “era of silence™ was begging to be
explured, Su after convincing the quiet, softspoken
musivian that it was sufe to talk with me, my first
question was aboul big sllenee during the vady ‘70s. -

"Lawk, il there's one thing that will shut me off, il's
that," he said. “Now T know you have a job lo do, but
W What a start! My big leading question was shot
gown, leaving both of us with  bad tasie in our
monl hs,

uivkly 1 sweetened Ihe conversation by asking
Harlfurd about how he became (nteresied in music.

“When | wis a kid growing up In St Louis, T'd
lisien to Lhe radio constantly ... you kiow, (hings like
the Grand Ole Opry. 5o when 1 was 10 or so, I asked
my parents for a bunjo. 1 got one and I listened Lo all
the preats, irying lo copy them.”

Dul be it music, painling or whatever, copying does
nist make an arlist. 11 takes an mdividual style. Harl-
ford developed his style simply: "When 1 couldi’l
enpy sumeone cxactly 1 fake it. What was left was
style,” he Jaughed.

Whal was left was a lop rale performer and a sen-
sitive. humarous artisl

When on slage Hartford is 2 oneman band. He
jlays slil-tine fiddle and guitar as well as banjn. Tn
addition, while singing and playing, Hartfard lap
dances his chythm on an amplified plywood board. -

Tlartford’s music is of un old-1boe country flaver.
But his lyrics are modern, calchy and usually
humornus.
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The top 20singlesin the pop music field, based
un Billboard's survey of salrs and broadeast play:

1.1 Just Want To Be Your Everything —
Andy Gibh

2.I'mIn You—
Peter Frampton
1. Looks Like We Maide [t —
RBarry Manilow
4. My Heart Belongs ToMe —
Barbra Stroisand
3. D oo Ron Ron —
Shaun Cassidy
6, Best O My Love —
Emolions
7. Do You Wanus Make Love —
Teter McCann
8 Margaritaville —
Jimmy Duffelt
9, Wigher And HIgher —
Rita Cuolidge
1k Whalcha Gooia Do? —
Pablu Cruise
11. You And Me —
Alice Coaper
12. You Made Me Believe In Magie —
Bay City Rullers
13, Basy —
Commnduores
14, Knowing Me, Knowing Yoo —

Ahba

15, Undlereuver Angel —
Alan O'Day

16. Angel In Your Arms —
Hot, Big Tree

17, Just a Song Before | Go-—
Crosby, Stills & Nash

18, You're My World —
Helen Rededy

1%. Handy Man ==
James Taylor

20. Barrncudin —
Huart

—the tops in pop————the tops in country—

Times News Prode — Vark Mabency

‘When | covldn’t copy somecne
exactly I'd fake it. What was left

was style.'

He sings of uld radie shows and'of warls.
He sings of warped recoris, reggae bands and of his
. fourth grade leacher who “gave me my disease for
steamhoats.”

When he's not performing or recording, Harlford
spends his spare Lime operating a fricnd’s passenger
steamboat. In fect. if you were in Ruoxville last April
Ior the Dogwood Fesfival, and you took a ride an the
steamboal, Jotm Harlford was probably on board.

When he talks about working on 1he boats, there’s
a faraway Yook in his eves — as if hr's hehind lhe
wheel and reading the river

~Sometimes | work the ship on the Mississippi fora
while until T have 10 go back lo work.”™ He luoked
hewildered. *That's kind of strange ... having te leave
a Job 10 go to work.",

The fop 20 couniry and western singles, based
ot Billboard'ssurvey of salesand broadeasi play:

1.1t Was Almest Like A Song —
Ronnic Milsap

2,1Can't Love You Enough —
Loretta Lynn, Conway Twitty

4. Rolling With The Flow —
Charlie Rich

4. 1Don"t Wanna Cry —
Larry Gatlin
5. Honky Tonk Memories —
Mickey Gilley
6. Way Down, Pledging My Love —
Elvis Presley
7. A Song In The Night —
Johnny Duncun
R Making Believe —
Emmylou Harris
9. A Tear Fell —
Rilly "Crash"” Craddnck
10. I'm The Only lell —
Johnny Paycheck
11. Play Born To Lose Again —
Dutlsy
12, T The End —
Vern Godsin
13. Ramhling Fever, When My Blue Moon Turns
To Geld n—
Merle Haggard
14. Cowhoys Ain't Supposced To Cry —
Moe Bandy
15, InThe Jallhonse Now —  Sonny Jnmes
16, Sunflower —

Glen Camplell
17. She’s The Girl Of My Dreams —
Den King
1B. Gentle To Your Senses —
Mcl MeDaniel
1%, Don"L I Make My Brown Eyes Blue —
Cryslat Gayle
20. Barbara Don't Lel Me Be The Last To Know

Mel Sireet
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beware . . .
by Michael Clark

It's A Game

Bay City Rollers — Artista

I tried (o listen to Lhix with un open mind, but
hese songs are so insipid, 1he Arrangements arc su
tiredd, and e vocals are so uninspired, thal T soon
dropped Lhe cloak of abjectivity and donned my cual
of cynical narrowmindedunuss long encugh lo write
this bitter review. The Beatles my. .. (Fill in your
awn blank). These guys couldn't carry MeCariney's
music stand. Needless tn suy, il's a smash hit album
already. Retter we should compure them to the Dave
Clark Five. . . © minus

Life On Earth

Artie Traum — Rounder

This is an album for everybody. The pickers
should enjoy Artic's casy slyle. Top fans will Jike
songs like Firsl Affair and Stranger. Bluegross [ans
ulready know of Artic and will be happy tn see his
first solo ouling. Don't lel the label mish L,
though, This is not a typical Rounder release. ['s
definitely not another bluegrass album. It's a varied
album by a miajor, though largely ignored, artist, A

Live At The Old Quurfér.

Houston, Texas
Townes van Zandt — Tomate

Townes playel nol oo lung ago at Down Home.
and if you enjoyed that, then this is a must. 'This lwo
record release, recorded in 1973, is simply Townes
and his guitar on songs like Fraternity GBloes,
Panchn und Lefty, Cornine Blues, Kathleen and 2
haunling Brand New Companlen. Townes 1s a folie.
and i dedicated one, and his music is warm and
hearifell, und oflen very amusing. A strong debul
for tis label. A

More Music From Mud
Acres: Woodstock

Mountains
Various Artists — Rounder

The first Mud Acres album (catured a then lurgely
unknown Maria Muldavr, Rric Kan (now of
American Flyer fame), the Traum Drothers (1kappy
and Arlio) and Bill Keith, among others. [t confained
a wide selection of American classies, such as Titan
tie. "Uhis LY continues witl arlists like Ecle Ander-
son (fentured on Walting for a Train), Tnhn Sehas.
lian (Marning Blues and a wonderful barp rendilion
of Amazing Grace with Paul Butterield}, Happy and
Artie (with several ariginal compositions, Cold Front
heing the hest of the fot), and little known folk arlist
Paul Seibel, who sings Weary Blues. Jim Rooney adds
avery slrong Slecp With Une Eye Open as well. This
is @ wouderful efforl by a group of very talented
musicsans, and will probably yv by unnoliced save far
a few, which may not be so bad alter ail.

Diamantina Cocktail
Little River Band — Capitol
Nol ss good s thelr last effurt, exeepl for Happs

Annlversary, which i very good. Not hai, but not
exceplional either; it's mevely medivere, €

Michael Clark has been reviewing
records for Weekender for quite some
time. He calls them like he hears them,
und 1we think he finishes in the money
most of the time. His impressions of new
rock releases appear regularly, and he

)

grades them on a scale from A through F
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