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'anna join-a-cult?

gon’t wlorry “You don't have t.o dress up
in a black nightie and go around with a

charcoal X on your forehead or anything.
All you have to do is:admire a brilliant
singer-songwriter-crazy person before any
“of the rest of the world catches on to him.
“Townes Van Zandt is easy to admire, but
hard to find. His albums, the most recent
of which was released in 1973, are not
usually sold in any of the likely places like

“cutont” in a big cardboard box in the
corner of the store under 37 copies of
“Tiny Tim’s Greatest Hit.”

Townes himself is even harder to fmd
After phone calls to New York, Los An-
geies, Boston, Denver and Austm 1 finally
located him at a farm outside of Nashvxlle
Well, I didn’t really get him at the farm.
There isn't any phone at the farm. Some-
body had to go out and fetch him.

It was important to talk to him now —

* and important that you join up quick if you
. want to get in on this thing —— because his
songs are now stariing to be recorded by
Emmylou Harris, Hoyt Axton, Steve
Young and-other folks. Once very many

record stores. Occasionally you will finda-

kind of guy He Just gets rolled a lot.
“You know, you’ve playsd hard all night

and you go somewhwere for a couple.of.....song-that Emmylou and Hoyt.have:out o
—drinks> ICs five' mINUtes to closing so you

.- make-it a.double. You guzzle it there and

Tracking Townes,. I was told by people
who hadn’t heard from him in years that
he was a derelict, a rambler, a rowdy.and-
the greatest more or less hvmg songwriter
in America. :

I asked him about tlie derelict part. “I
figure there is so much good in the worst of
us and so much bad in the best of us, it

_doesn’t behoove any of us to speak about
the rest of us,” he.replied.: o

That poetry stuff sounded so good that he
started off on something about the dust of
rumors covering his face and an arrow
being slick and straight. He ended up with:
“You know what I mean?” I didn’t have

then you have to get out. You're ‘waitin’ .-
‘for the cab’ and five guys get ya- STt Just'
kinda gets on:y:

“I told .the doctor the last tlme it
happened that I had broken my fingers in.
e saxd ‘Man, stay out of
.them join
. Itgoes on like that. I believed everytmng
he told me. e
I started playmg at 15. 1 leamed 1y
“second chord at about 21, All the guys-in
the mental institution were laughing at me
" because 1 only knew orie chord. It takes
a lot of gall fo be a. mental paxtent and
laugh .at someone.

“1.went. to the doctor just last week,
right. I said I .thought maybe I was a
schxzophremc He said, ‘Man, that makes
four- of - us.””” .

Townes learned ramblmg at home as the
son of an -oil executive. “I lived in Fort
Worth’til I was 8; Midland 'til 9; Billings,
‘Montana il 12; Boulder Colorado'l’tlg.:“'.
I

", that they just kind

" a lot -of - those songs ‘that you-can’t find .

But what "a his usic: ? And what
about “Pancho and Lefty”’? That is the

current-albums, and- it has given. Townes )

more national exposure.than he ever has::

had., The song- has .impressed:-a lot of -
if they: can’t ﬁ re it all out.

pull ‘em out of th

“Kelekkkk - ‘ g
hghtenmg) Kkkkkk,
there’s. another-line. Kkkkkkk t_kind of

cult-members. out: there, R
the real ‘news.is that-a’ double-record live-:
performance’ album' is “expected. out -
around the end of May-or so. It will review =

anywhere anymore and. also mclude seven.:

new songs. . - . |
- Be the first on your block to know who

Townes Van- Zandt is. When everybody -

i

Bgople start hearing them, it is gomg to
all over. Successful artists aren’t al-
lowed to have cults.

the foggiest, but it sounded really good.
Townes said he wasn’t really a ﬁghtmg

Chicago ’til 15 Minnesota 'til
back to Colorado 'til 19; Houston’ 'tz!mand
then I started travelin.””” :

. block party

- else finds out there is gomg to be one weird .:

The Happy Booker
Slgns Billy Carter

By JOE EDWARDS Lo
" Associated Press erter SRR

NASHVILLE Tenn. — Tandy Rlce, Biily Cart- -
er's _agent and the booker for 20 or so country -
music stars, has a motto on his desk: “There is
no limit to what can be done if it doesn’t matter
who gets the- credit.”

There appears to be enough credit to pass
around among Rice and his five salesmen at Top
Billing, Inc. With the signing of Carter this spring
to supplement a booking billboard boasting more
Grand Ole Opry acts than . any other agency,
Rice’s firm has become the trailblazer among
Nasnville agents. . = -

Rice, 39, is a fast-talking,
dynarmc busmessman with

a background in-public re-
lations and selling. With his
sudden emergence as a
pace-setter, he’s the happy
booker. i

I love sellin’ better than
anythin else,”” he said
among the chckmg type-
writers and ringing. tele-
phones at his agency. “I'd
rather sell than eat.”

Since becoming Carter’s
agent, Rice has been be-
seiged by requests for in-
terviews ‘and has refused
nearly all of them. He
granted one recent inter-
view ““to set the record
straight.”

Mostly, ‘he- wanted to
take issue with the portray-
al of the President’s brother as a beer-drinking
good ole boy.

““The real Billy Carter is a decent, fine, good
man. I can’t say enough good things "about him.
He’s a good father, a decent husband and a feet-
on-the-ground bmm That’s the side that
impresses me.

““He never sought to become a celebrity and
has no desire to be one. We have never made a
news release on him and probably never will.

TANDY RICE

. “He did not choose us to capitalize on his
celebrity status. Billy has turmed down 99 per

-cent of the busmess opportunma that came his-

way.”

- Rice, whotalkstoCarterasmanyasﬁvetlmes
a day, ‘believes Carter chose lus  agency because
“we out-hustled everybody.” -

I would guess 30 individuals were after him.

But T don’t thmk they had follow-through. They:

wrote him a letter, then forgot about it.
“He’s umque. There’s a facade, then there's

nessman. The other over-
tures were not made to him

impressive to him. We
didn” t approach him that
way.”” -
Thmgs weren't always so
dandy at Rice’s agency. °
“I used to go get the mail
and if we had four or five
pieces, T would hoot and
holler. Today, you can’t get

times.”

When he bought the firm
eight years ago, it had one
telephone line, two em-
ployes and three artists.
Now it has nine lines, 14
employes and a roster of
artists that includes Jim
» Ed l}rown. Helen Corne-

ohnny Carver, Jerry
Clower, Little Junmy chkeus Don Gibson, Jack
Greene, Jeannie Seely, Tom T. Hall, DnckeyLee,
Del Reev&e Red Sovine, Billie Jo Spears Kitty
Wells, Johrmy Wright, Dottie West and others.

Rice says the b ubhc wants wbo!wome
entertainment. uymg P

“I've notices a craving for family entertain-
ment,” he said. “The biggest piece of ple goes to
the famnly-onented wholesome show.””

a serious, dlsclphned busi~

in a serius vein and weren’t -

it all in the car some- .

-siding.

If;you Iwe near
salt water, you
need solid vmyl

It defies the ravages of the saltlest air and
murkiest fogs. Never needs paint. Can’t dent,

pit, rust; sweat; or rmake noise like metal. Can't -

peel flake, blister, or rot like wood. Can't -

conduct electricity or interféere with -

- TV reception. Idealfor summer

cottages, year-round homes, -
boathouses, even houseboats.
Call today for a free esnmate.

% No obhgatxon

Wl'l’l'l ANY VINYI. SIDING JOB
SOLD BEFORE JUNE 10,'77
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