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‘Hum of the road’ brings

Van Zandt to Missoula

Preview

B Townes Van Zandt in
concert, Saturday, Oct. 14, 8 p.m.,
University of Montana Ballroom.
Tickets are $9 general admission
and $8 for UM students, faculty
and staff. Children 12 and under
get in for free. Tickets are available

By MIKE McINALLY

Van Zandt is probably better-
known for the recordings other
people have done of his songs:
Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard
hit No. 1 on the country charts
with ““Poncho and Lefty.” Nanci
Griffith covered ““Tecumsch
Valley” on her ““Other Voices,
Other Rooms’” album. Emmylou
Harris and the Cowboy Junkies
have recorded Van Zandt tunes.

at the University Center Box Office, ) :
the Adams Field House Box Office bi\t/ igoﬁ?dlfl?s mg;:’ i;:ﬁd";:mr o
- and Worden's Market.

effort, ‘‘No Deeper Blue,” is a
satisfying album with some terrific
songs — but the 1994 release was
his first studio record in seven

Townes Van Zandt

of the Missoulian years. Another 1994 release,
; ‘“‘Roadsongs,” is an unusual effort 4 e Wohide-wRirddc™ '
ownes Van Zandt is callin in that it features live recordings v LU v
from his natural habitat _g of Van Zandt singing songs by e e oy
bl room somewhere  other people, including Bob Van Zandt said. “‘Some you have

on the road.

The singer-songwriter — much-
esteemed and much-covered by his
songwriting peers — is on the road
again, playing a series of shows
where it's just him, his guitar and
his songs.

The show last night, at the

Dylan, The Rolling Stones, Bruce
Springsteen and longtime Van
Zandt influence Lightnin’
Hopkins.

But it was Elvis Presley who
was the first inspiration for young
Van Zandt, who spent some time
growing up in Billings, where his

to use a little craftsmanship.” If it
becomes apparent that he needs to
force a song, he bags it.

The key, he said, ‘‘is being
able to recognize when it could be
a song. Part of it is being i in the
right place at the right time.’

Live, Van Zandt said, he

: ! father worked in the oil business.  decides what the first song will be
Highway 30 Roadhouse in Van Zandt recalls watching minutes before going on stage. He
Oregon, went fine. Coming up: Elvis play that legendary gig on makes the rest of the decisions as
Shows in Idaho and Montana, ‘T 'Eq Sullivan Show.” His  the show develops. He doesn't
ll'lc.llldlllg one s‘h"day '“8‘“ in sister and some of her g]{l‘fﬁgnd; work from a set list. “‘I w felt
Missoula. S were watching as well. The ladies ‘h“ P‘m"lf piece of paper on

Van Zandt calls it “‘the hum of  \ent nuts. Young Van Zandt took a sumr was pretty
the road,” and he loves it. notice and asked Santa Claus for a mky"he

¥ “It’s real,” he said in a guitar. He worries lbout getting
telephone interview 1‘hunday Van Zandt’s dad said, “‘I bet for a song that he’s
““It’s a real curing process.” Santa Claus would you a forgotten how to play. ““I hate to

In fact, he said, when he gets guitar if you ‘Frauline,’ ”’ getinﬁontofmaudmmd
home“lw-keupmly ‘Where’s  the old Luther Williams song. Van pluym;-m;andforgem

guitar? Where do I have to Zandt did. He still performs the . It’s a real

be'l'Andthenlmlml'mmmy song on occasion. mebodymakauequunhatl
room.” When he was in college, Van

““You have to get some rest Zandt’s influences broadened: Aﬂetuchlhownsbackon
sometime and all that,” he said. Lightnin’ Hophm Bob the road.
But after too long at home, ‘I get  Mozart. "ve all contributed to Besides, he said, ‘“There’s
bogged down undhomdand the development of the man Steve  nothing else I can do. I can maybe
become a couch potato.” Earle called ““the best songwriter work in a convenience store.”
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