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Henry’s Journal

. By Henry Wolff Jr. '

Sometimes when there’s a bunch of peo-
ple in the living room sitting around say-

ing nothing. or in 'ﬂ'.n
When they all get to looking like they've  matter at all, although I'm certain that
been to a funeral. my seventh grade teacher, Mrs.

1 go to the bookcase and get out C.J.
Berkman's first book of poetry, “No More
Dues to Pay,” and I read a few lines and  his verse
before anybody notices that most of it
doesn’t rhyme, they're wide awake and

back to talking again. Berkman's poetry is in your mind.
C.J. writes the kind of poetry that makes It will strike you, just as it does the
a person feel like waking up. 2ads in my living room when I de-
1t also goes good with straight whiskey or  cide to wake them up with a shot of Red-
ashot of tequila. neck, and it has worked just about every
1 don't know the first thing about poetry,  time for me.
so I suppose it can be called poetry that he ‘What does C.J. write about?

- all, he’s become Lost loves, of course, like any poet, and

figure since he’s a poet that he must write  thy of mention, the cowboy life, and what-
poetry. ever else has touched him in his years
Actually, it's more what you'd call verse  growing up in Victoria County and work-
— free verse, believe they called it back  ing on the railroad and as an English
in the "60s and '70s teacher, and I don’t know what all.
poets began finding an audience in the For a fairly young man, he's had some
coffee houses in diverse occupations — to the above add
which 1 suppose isn't all that different  bartender, oilfield roughneck, guitarist
and songwriter, 1 guess is what he

audiences today, in between musicians,  was playing with a band at the old Brown
and I suppose an occasional Bag, as I recall.

I don’t remember just when I first met
C.J. writes a lot about the South Texas  him, but believe it was back when he was
culture, and so he’s right at home reading  teaching English and trying to make some
his poetry the “Cotton-Eyed Joe”  changes in the system, which did give him
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His Poetry Just Wakes You Up

read in its entirety, and his latest group of
€ than the

ther and grandfather before him.
I'd say C.J. is a combination of the cow-
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