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Audio verite

Butch Hancock’s
‘No 2 Alike’ puts
a 6-night stand
on 14 cassettes

By Chris Heim

oming from almost anyone
clse, 1t would have been an
exercise in ego. Instcad
this “For " with
fiddles, this “War and
Peace™ as a West Texas waltz is
a surp y modest affair, no
mean feat for a 14-tape _pmject
that pro\ldly boasts “No 2
Alike” among its 140 songs.

h The “No 2 oArhk:“ project is
the -50NgWTi-
:er Buich Hancock. native

of Lubbock, Texas, is y a
cult item, but anyone
new country mmc._r pumculas'lh':
its exas wing,
pfm across his work.

Most discover him through
covers done Emm Har-
ris, the Texas Tornados and
Jerry Jeff Walker, but some lis-

with boyhood
loc Ely, whose vibrant
country-rock not only won
Western fans but made converts
of the Clash, and Jimmic Dale
Gilmore, who T

Butch Hancock: Despite the imrnenue scope of the project, his
“No 2 Alike" retains a homey, modest and charming aqu

a hﬂmnnmﬂd profile with
the new American
Explorer Series of mnm(nvl;
contemporary roots music.
and Gilmore also have done
nearly two dozen Hancock
songs on their own albums.)
The Flatlanders anticipated
neo-traditional eonnu'y by more
than a the band’s
wind- blnwn. blelched-bones

The Flatlanders did only one
album, and that nearly two dec-
ades ago, but a mystique built
up around the that has
assumed almost mythical

FOPOILAR .
“It was pretty m tluc and
ity

pre at once,
even when it was A
Hancock said with m"'*n

was a spawning for a lot
of the stufl we're doing now,
certainly for the many, many di-
secmms we're all Imded in,

while, then it had to spread
bnck'out into a new dimension.

It’s a singular sound. Townes
Van t calls it 'lhlt high
lonesome pum sound.’ ™

Il::dgoulotnl‘urmn alot
andlauuns nmof’ g

Since the days of the Flatlan-
ders, Hancock has done one im-
rt-only album with Jimmie
&Ie Gi and six solo al-

bums and two muem:—onlfr
leases on his own Rainlight
label

In late October, Sugar Hill
Records released “Own &
Own,” a set of 17 chrm:e :rwh
from those r:oordm nt u
Hancock’s first U,

a label other than hu own moe
the Flatlanders.

“Own & Own" is a fine intro-
duction to Hancock, but a more
intimate acqummanu comes
with the epic “No 2 Alike.”
Hancock seuled in to smg

nothing but his own songs dur.
ing a m—mght stand at the Cu
tus Cafe in Austin, Texas, lat’l:
Each evening began wil
Kﬂm accompanied only by
own harmonica and guitar,
but eventually some two-dozen
guesls shared the stage with
im. Ely and Gilmore paid
visits; the Flatlanders reunited
one evening; Townes Van Zandt
mysteriously appeared to sin|
one couplet, then vanishe
again; Jesse Taylor, David Hal-
ley and the Texana Dames
pitched in; fiddles, mandolins
and ducling musical saws filled
out the sound, de
“Occasionally need to
old tround xoil-lanwck ex-
p ains, “It's not necessarily
ms back and wallowing in
it mghl have that
l‘eelmg someumes
In its final forT “No 2
Alike” appears as 14 one-hour
tapes. Each is autographed and
comes with song and artist hs—

tings and short comments from
Hancock. The cover photos,
Hancock, that appear on cacl
tape combine to make one big
picture.

Hancock has been offeri lhe
set through what he only

calls f the
Hionh i gt Hancock

2 Alike, Brazos,
T:m 78701, 1-512-478- 153&)
Each tape comes with an
S o St “".LLZ‘”
wi to n
Icln:r the entire 1 : up?h ulnu geta

‘oto/Songbook™ with lyrics 1o
all 140 songs and 70 to 100
Hancock photos,

Despite the intensely personal
focus immense scope of the
R;u “No 2 Alike” retains a

omey, modest and charming
air. That’s in part because,
where most “concert” record-
ings tweek and trim and air-
brush all the mistakes, delays
and ultimately life out of a pro-
ject, “No 2 Alike” is pure audio
vérité. Credit, too, l.ncock‘
sensibility and style. In sound
md 'bsuuce his music sug-

Iwmeapnu charm and
aupnlm. stance of Woody
uthne. Hank Williams snd

thmthesongswmefmm
is still up for an: gues-
" he says. “I’s not that I'm
10 write a Song; a song is
E.ln“ofth: media | use to live

Chris Heim is a Chicago free-
lance writer.
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