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) ing), ...

While legendary songwriter John D Loudermilk sings “The Bue-
Songuriters Association lnternotional's

bird” at the Nashvills

~Seot photo by Dionne Miam

spectoculor Fridoy night Songwriters’ Showease, |0-year-old Cas-
'sie Molehan performs a bollet in the bockground.

Songwriting Duo Named ‘Best’
At 17th Annual NSAI Awards

By SANDY NEESE

Larry Henley and Jeff Silbar
were named Songwriters of the
Year at the Nashville Songwriters
Association International’s annual
awards banquel Saturday at the Hy-
ait Regency Hatel,

The talented duo is responsible
for such smashes as Janie Fricke's

th My Wings.

Holding Her and Loving You, a it
far Earl Thamas Conley by Muscle
Sooals writers Walt Aldridge and
Tommy Brasfield was honored as
Sang of the Year.

Fourteen other songs and
sangwriters were the

 Tounes Van Zandi, Kerry
. Randy Owen and Rory
bt»\mmr\sm-w.m

porticularly special is that the
wr(lwngsan'nunm!byltmurum
eation's  members,  other
sangwriters. Accepting his certifis
cate for Holding Her and Loving
ou, Brasfield said, “This comes
le out there I've idolized
ars, and 1 really appreciate

this.

Austin Raberts, who co-wrote the
In-l.m-nwutdhlk FDU with L. A.
writer Kerry Chater, oxpr

e sl lmdml u||
n front of all you peopie,

ke St
The awards ceremany ws the
ur || wookend devoted 1o
¥ thgue sessions
tandingerooms
mwease Friday
he llylll “porsored by

—Saoft photo by Pot Couey Doley
Songwriters Larry Hendey, let, ond Jeft Sibor, right, chat with Gary Morms, who hod a bt on ther “The
Wind Beneath My Wings." Herley ond Sibor were nomed Songeriters of the Yeor at the Noshwile
Songuriten Association Intemotional’s annual owards banguet Saturday

A JOST OF industry notsbles and
an_{mpressive roster of
tunesmiths were on hand for
evening, The Songriters Guid was
Tepresented by president Georpe cietien. Brocaen
Dovid w«.-. ane of the showease rated, the Amer

petfor meTs, exrcutive dirrctor Loy posers. Authors and Publishers, and
Hockman and Kby Hytand of he SESAC. were present in full force,
The Country Music Asseciation’s
Heien Farmes aod the Country My

Beep, Blink, Flash
—Your Fridge
Has a Message!

By WILLIAM J. BROAD

1904 K. T N serviee
NEW_YORK—For better or

worse, the digital revolution has

come lo the laundry
Appliances are beeping, blinking,

Nashing messages and i

when doars are ajar, cycles

Ing with appliances that lsten and
sprak
Mareover, electronic techaology
Is just one sign of change n the tra-
ditionally staid workd of home appli-
ies of Lremors have
shaken the industry, with sizable re-
percussions for consumers.
Appliance costs Ln real dollars are
dec-
ade because of fierce competition
among manufacturers—but 5o i
the everall selection of washers,
dryers, refrigerators, freezers,
ranges and dishwashers. Quality has
improved because of increased au-
tomation In [aetocies—but 5o has
appliance complexity, oftentimes
with irksome Fesults.
IF choosing an sppli-
ance Loday seems a [rustrating e
perience, | is pumnly because i
ﬂm\_r) innovations have contribut-
io an umnni pattern of
(mr conflict. [ml appl
ances can confuse the inc ity
diverse group now rr."hmg for the
contrals, including men, children
and others not traditionally con-
fronted with household chores.
Even adept homemakers can gel
l‘utmuhurin\'\giul(wognlm
a digital dishwasher
oy B Changing.” said
Paul Dittmann, director of market-
ing services at the Whirlpool Corp.
“Mare than haif of all women are
working. Men and children are op-
eraling appliances. Plus we've got
an aging population. Overall that
means 3 need for ease of aperation.
w\vmx there yet. Appliances are
too complex for lots of

Another complication that con-
founds manufacturers is that the
spectrum of American incomes has
grown wider Lhan ever before. “The
market is polarized” said Sunil
Mehrotra, & consumer researcher
at the General Electric Co. “Peo
either wanl tremendous values or
luxury items. There Is a diversifica-
tion of buers that makes t hard to
meet, all the demands.

For instance, affluent consumers
oty went prwud.ﬂhamnlmlh

the “poverty af Lime,” according Lo

Dt while other s ey
aot. Hectic

For The Consumer

models. In addtion, manufacturers
say some of this circultry will prob-
ably work its way into jome medi-
um- and o riced  models. a5
prices of computer chips fall,

There have been some design
problems with {(rst-generation digl-
Lol appliances. For example, onp
dishwasher series was prog
o Femember It last cycle selection,
but. consumers found that children
could accidentally reprogram the
machine. To fix the problem, Genes-
al Electric recently added a hidden
batton that allows a householder Lo
lock in cycle sehection,

DESPITE SOME  aceeptanee
problems among consumers, digital
electronics can be beneflelal, as ea
evident during recent visits {o the
manufocturing and design

w hist
ated, allowing the introduction of
new features

“In the early days electronist

were seen as a fancy gimmic,” sakd
Robert A. Reid, a product manager
ot General Electric. "Now they're
seen as exseniial.”

anr.ernhbtma can easily be
monitored. A Whirlpoal refrigera-
tor beeps if its door i5 open too long.
and has a solids readout, that
reports danger signals such s a
drop in temperatur

. computer chips are

able to nalyze the cause of major.
breakdowns. Self-diagnosties,
unheard of on older machines, al-
lows consurners lo fix some prob-
lems rather than ealling a repair-
man.

And digital accuracy has meant
some gains in performance. Ovens
‘with soild-state circuits can control
temperatures 10 within five ge-
grees, whereas conventional ones
may have a variation of about 25de-

grees
Unfortunately, the wizardry of
digital electronics has not, for the
mast part, resulted in major im-
s in how machines do
Jobs nor in increased ens

ergy efficiency,

O THE bensfits of digital
electronics outweigh the
bac| manufacturers are strug-
gling to reduce complexity. Al
Whirlpool, microwave ovens now
have numerical buttons arranged
Tike those on a telephone. A Geretal
Electric, some flushing messages

in in-
creased demands far such time-sav-
ing products as microwave ovens
anc [arger {reezer compartments in
refrigerators. To meet cons

sumers’
time constraints, major manufac- S

turers are also experimenting with
“reverse microwaves,” cooling
units that ropidly chill foods and
ges.

THE REWARDS are sizable for
manufacturers who can satisfy
market demands. Last year monu-
Tocturers sold $8.4 billion worth of
major home oppliances 1o retallers,
asccording to the Asociation of
Home Appliance Manafacturers, an
Industry group In Chicago.

The biggest change in deeades has
been the lntraduction of digital elec:
tronica, which made iLs debut in the
late 1970°s. Today electronic circul-
try is found In many top-of-the-line

sarein
plain English.

re's always the danger of

advanced  technology

n't relate to," sald

J. Pearson, director of ad-

vanced product engineering for

Whiripool in Benton Harbor, Mich.

Moreover, an awareness s graw-
Ing amang manufacturers hat i
electronics for [ts own sake is not
w At General Electric
McCollom, an industrial d
said the company had envisioned
taking the digitol revolution one
s furtzee wih aking dioash
ere,"We tried o e
forasie cha. Evaryteoty wes ,‘n-ur
uncomfortable with it. In
predicts (o rowoed (0 verbul

them talk bax A
altogether lle rent.”

The Grand Ole Opry House {inally got

down and ol loose last night
hiey've had pops music shows oul there

(il uple urmg\mmmmmm
the populism and the of Jobny
Cougar Lo really rock the )mm. Byu.-

wer force of his bayish
ower of his uu;m-band.lﬂddrm\v

+ of his stardom he transformed the
1200 hall ita & place of celebration and

tasy

crowd g buzzed
li- I llunlm‘Hﬂ!l

S "‘twnounm

b S nitering of

dience, and um-iuunnuuy
gh school in Luwn was Fepresent-

WIEN THE uﬂm et down 2
wrnt s hundreds
ary m--nu....h:omlmd#

v and mast. of thase on
or of the Opry House remained

Robert K. Oermann

REVIEW

standing throughout the $0-minute fock
barrage.
I tuxedos on

toid
“Whaddys mean™ You loor to dance™ |

said.
‘You st understand: When you love 1o
W\nmi!d-mrln\lum ol
intentions can sop your body {rom me -
ing once you get the teat in your bioced

o the siage with sharcin that 2k
eyaslied Cougar's.

Y ctage was stark and unembellished.

r was free 1o stalk his domain un-

rer groued, all m_.uu o e
e of the 1960

u-nhod\ clap one time!" he shouted ot

Fans Sing Along Whlle Cougur Prowls Opry’s Stage

the Iqu‘il‘ e ex-
Hrld‘mirrlmd:nn-ﬂry

IBY THIS TIME, even the people in the
balcony were standing. Without even the
slighiest pause, the band tore into Crumb.
lin” Donem, which Cougar delivered with
«ven more urgency than en his shivering-
Iy-ominous recorditg

From then on, sumber steamrolled into
mumber as drummer Keany Aronoff kept
up 3 relentiess attack During | Nerd o
Loter teenage girts danced wildy in their
scats, arma flailing JM( thewr heads,
completety under Cougar’s spell

Coxagar's rock anthem Ploy Guitar was
the Uy’ 1arn 1o go nuts, ms lights puncty-
ated every line right on the beat,

Four-and-s-half thowsand pairs J
bands i the scid-out hall clapped as
during the “ain\ that-Americar choris of

Pissk Houses as Cougar barked out his ode
to working-class reality, We all sang and
screamed along, our throats raw and
hoarse by song’s end.

HE PAUSED afterward, hands to hix
ars, 16 scoepl. 8 spontaneocs outpouring
of shrieking affection and stomping-foet
approval from the entire audience. His

ace beamed ik that of a bay who'd just
ity irst Little League homerun.

After Hurts S5 Good he beought the
house lights up 1o acknowledge Nashville
songriier Johm Prive’ nflaoce; then

and keyboardist/engineer Jun Agoel-
10 led the crowd In singing the Cougar/
Prine cowritten Jackie 0. The gesture
and the moment were heartfeil on both
sikes of the (ootlights.

Opening act Dan Ross & The Bruneties
seeracd tosaule Misic City,tonfor Lhey
played bily” syl of ock that
Partook s ltte of cotry
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