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Gnﬁ‘in O’Neal makes Best bets
ﬁlm debut 4_)/'8(17'8 late w that jazs The Dugout.

By BOB THOMAS
Associated Press

HOLLYWOOD — Griffin 0'Neal is
making his fllm debut this summer,
four years after his father had
plannéd it

That may not seem unusual until
one considers that papn O'Neal gave

< up $1 million becausé his san's first
movie didn't pan ou

Here's the siory: Ryan 0'Neal,
long a boxing enthusiast, signed to
star in the remake of “The Champ”
for MGM, His candidate to play the
boy — son Griffin, then 13, Ryan was
boxing every day, with Grifin as his
second. Then Franco Zefferelll an-
nounced he had chosen Ricky
Schroeder as the son,

“| was furious,” Ryan recalls, 1
tried to call my ngent, but 1 still had
my boxing gloves on. Then I decided
10'go to Franca's office and punch
il out, but he wasa't there. So Grif.
tin and 1 just drave off the ot

“Franco 101d me, ‘The bay has lost
by Innocence — too much Maliby
Iife," L sald, "You have lost your inno-
cence, Franco, I quit”

O'Neal was replaced by Jon
Volght.

Now there's o happy sequel. Grif-
Iin Is receiving high praise for his
permmnre 5 0 youthful magician

“The Escape Artisl” made by
Prnnm Coppala's Zoetrope Studios
and released by Filmways. Griffin
appeared in the movie two summers

1g0 when he was 15.
‘Te first direction by ace cinems-

b Deschanel (“The Ut

tographer Calel
B Siatlon', “Toe Escape Ari-
ist” has had & troubled bistory, un-
dergoing re-editing and additional
shooting. The finished product dis-
m» ‘evidence of 100 much fixing,
but it also bonsts n compelling per-
formace by Griffin O'Neal.

Freckled and fit as a surfer, which
he &, O'Neal came 1o an interview
with his proud father. Like his sister,
Tatum, O'Neal has lived with his
ther maost of his life, following the el-
der O'Neal's divorce from sctress
Joanna

mads four crmes bt -m 1
fost out o another boy,”
O"Neal said. ﬁulln!ullwrlwnd r
the other boy didnT have the skill to
perform the magic. So they had to
start looking again.”

‘AL first, they tried to find & magh
clan who could act,” his father inter-

Jected. “That didn't work, so they Yo%

decided 1o Nind an aclor and teach
him magle.”

For 3% months, the younger O'N-
eal underweni coaching by magician
Ricky Jay, o magician's prop maker,
o kinesiology professor and & lock
expert

“Na lock in Mallbu s safe" the
older O'Neal said. “Griffin opened
every lock al Zoetrope Studios, in-
cluding the ane to Coppola's office.”

The jazz quintet Alive! performs its own ipe- 3
cial blend of jazz, biues, gospel and swing with | sausage wraps, soft tacos, and cold beverages
SR SR 08 3 bonigl ot Livuety ExMamwpﬂkdﬂM
1109 S. Plaasant Valley,
At Wylie's Just south of the Krieg softball complex.

Open at | 1:10 am. 4410932,

“Kennedy's Children,” Robert Puairick's
wil

"
ight at Wylie's, 400 E. Sixth 51. Admission is 4.
Call 725980 for more Information.
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It's a sweet deal from Dairy
Queen! Just 99¢ for a coo

and , Super-pea-nutty
Peanut Buster Parfait, Come
taste one today.
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